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CHAIRMANS 
REPORT
The other day our house alarm went off and made such 
a racket that my neighbour called me, “David, your 
alarm is going off but donʼt worry the police are here, 
walking around the front garden and peering through 
the side gate to see if anything bad has happened” 
On investigation it appeared that they came in a few 
seconds after the alarm was triggered. 

Letʼs hope this augurs well for our future relationship 
with our police service. I hope too they enjoyed the 
spring fl owers and the odd lizard or two in our front 
garden. We donʼt even need to go on to the sand-
dunes around Muizenberg or the grounds around the 
vlei to enjoy the fl owers never mind carbon foot it to 
Langebaan, our front garden gets enough sunlight and 
winter rains to make it look like it could win prizes at 
the Chelsea Flower Show. Talking about fl owers there 
was a newspaper article recently about an Erica which 
has been re-introduced to the Peninsula. Itʼs interest-
ing to note that the re-emergence of this fl ower and the 
events at Marikana occurred almost simultaneously.

This pretty yellow fl ower once frequented the land 
between Mowbray, Zeekoei Vlei, M3 and M5. Our 
carbon feet trampled them into dust and dirt. But, 
somewhere, somehow a few of them were saved and 
will be brought back to their homeland. Yes!

Please permit me to make this quantum leap - as 
Max Du Preez said in the C.Times the other day, 
“Letʼs hope…the leadership…(is) prepared to take 
another quantum leap to start the process of building a 
society in which all South Africans will feel they have 
an investment.” – (and, while we are in the process 
of renaming streets etc.) donʼt you think it would be a 
good idea if we renamed this Erica, Marikana.

Think about it.

Through our irresponsibility we chose to alienate the 
fl ower and so it survived with the care and nurturing 
of someone in a foreign land. No room for it here. 
Then along came the greed for more and more gold, 
platinum,  money, power and more greed; until the 
others who were doing the work realized that their 
dignity, their respect, their livelihoods were being 
trampled into the dirt and dust this greed left in its 
wake. We donʼt need to relate what followed. What 
we could realize is that this human atrocity and this 
blooming atrocity need both to be turned on their 
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heads so that our attitudes to both are changed. We 
could go and give the fl ower a huge hug and prayer 
of gratitude for returning to its home while also 
hugging those corrupt leaders and greedy people out 
there for they are probably extremely unhappy with 
themselves and their behavior. Imagine if we took 
some young upstarts and started caring for them and 
by our example showed them how to employ their 
energy, their charisma in such a way that all South 
Africans will feel they have an investment.

It seems impossible to separate human caring from 
environmental caring. 

While I write this another great person comes to 
mind. He recently took it upon himself to plan and 
execute a journey with others which took him along 
elephant trails, alongside and over rivers, through 
bushveld and forests from coast to coast for many 
many footsteps. Ian McCallum  and his colleague, 
Ian Michler, with a dedicated back up team made 
this journey over months. Ian will be hosting 
a presentation about it in the Masque Theatre 
on Wednesday 23 January 2013. This will also be a 
fund raiser for the good work we do in educating school 
children who visit the Reserve. Drinks and light snacks 
will be served so please be sure to support the Trust. 
While Ianʼs footsteps, Marikana, and our returned 
home Erica are all signs that we are striving for a 
new, better, balanced life on our planet let us 
remember our front gardens & backyards. Our feet 
need to be carbon freer.

Are you recycling everything you can? If you are tak-
ing much of it to the igloos outside Lakeside shopping 
centre good for you; thanks. Every bit counts. Are you 
aware as you stop there that Peter Kruger, taken over 
from Una is often challenged to keep up her good 
work. Thanks to the Roland Hill Trust and Pick n Pay, he 
has some funding to prevent some aliens from creep-
ing subserviently into the gardens.  Stretch your gaze 
beyond the gardens. In fact do yourself a favour and 
turn into Rutter road and go and see what John Fowkes, 
his team and the aid of Peninsula Beverages who are 
religiously funding his work are doing to the aliens in 
the Westlake Wetlands. The list goes on: Pam Hepple 
unfailingly facilitates her staff in seeing to it that you 
have a decent walk on Park Island. Speaking of Park 
Island I take this opportunity to welcome Cherry Giljam 
back into our fold. No doubt you all met during the 
Park Island clean-up recently.

  Meanwhile Cassandra Sheasby not only looks after 
the wetland behind Capricorn Village but recently spent 
many dark hours rescuing over 100 leopard toads from 
imminent death on the small roads of Kirstenhof and 
surrounds. Neil Major continues looking after his gar-
dens dotted around the vlei precincts as we can often 
see in the updates hard working Zandvlei Trust stalwart, 
Gavin Lawson uploads on our www.zandvleitrust.org.
za website.  Although Gavin also represents the Bird-
ing community, he and John Fowkes are attending the 
Zandvlei Estuary Management Forum under the very 
professional guidance of chair Sandra Fowkes – tell 
you what: should you ever need some lessons in how to 
turn a meeting into a positive uplifting educational ex-
perience pop your head into the next time ZEMF meet; 
the attention to maintaining focus and keeping a strict 
discipline without offending and playing the role of 
chairman, minute taker and as a member of the public 
simultaneously made me feel extremely happy about 
the way forward for Zandvlei. We need to support the 
members of the forum as best we can.  

Small wonder Joshua and his team have agreed to open 
the Reserve over weekends so that birders and other 
keen environmentalists and nature lovers can spend 
some quiet time experiencing just why they belong 
to Zandvlei Trust. Our support of those who put their 
backs into making sure the Reserve remains available 
for all is worth every effort and cent.

Julie Dunkerley, Sharon McCallum, Joyce Brandt, 
Gerrard Wigram, Lucia Rodrigues, Peter Kruger and 
Muriel Darke are all striving to keep the Trust moving 
towards a better life for all especially those who cannot 
hold hands and ask for support. Even while some of us 
recover from repair work to our physical bodies we 
hang in there and get the work done. After all itʼs fun. 
Thank you.

I donʼt think we get down on our knees enough and say 
thank you. Letʼs change that…now.

Whether you are in your garden planting buffalo 
instead of kikuyu, sailing your dinghy on the vlei, pray-
ing in church or at your bedside, teaching your young 
child how to dress or cleaning up after the puppy has 
peeʼd on your favourite rug while you are on your 
knees look around you and say quietly to yourself: 
Thanks. 
See you at the new Kite Festival.
Thanks.
David Muller
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A 
TRIBUTE TO 
JOYE GIBBS
In the early 60ʼs Joye lived in Rondebosch. She remem-
bers her husband and herself looking around the Mui-
zenberg, Lakeside area for a better place to bring their 
family up. They liked the rural looking plot at Zandvlei, 
which was close to nature, and Brian built most of the 
house. Joye remembers moving into the house with her 
young sons on the 31 May 1966 without Brian, as he had 
to go to an army camp on the same day. 

She and Brian believe in good “family values” as a basic 
philosophy. She became a Sunday school superintendent 
and was with the 6th Rondebosch and 2nd Muizenberg 
Cubs, and became Arkala. In 1967 she gave up the Scouts 
and started the social group The Lakeside Ladies Club, 
who used to meet at each otherʼs houses and make 
clothes and crafts. Crafting in the 60ʼs had seen a strong 
revival in the western world. The group has recently cel-
ebrated their 44th anniversary! 

Joye worked full time for 16 years as the PA to the Direc-
tor of the Perishable Fruit Export Board. On family holi-
days the family visited historical sites in the country to 
help educate the family. Brian was interested in military 
history and Joye more the local history. 

In 1988 she handed in her notice, as she had been nomi-
nated by the Muizenberg / Lakeside Ratepayers Associa-
tion (MLRA) to stand as a Councillor for Muizenberg.

She had been attending MLRA meetings since 1968, 
and in 1984 she was elected Chairman. The MLRA was 
largely made up of local business people, a historical, 
and environmental sections of the community. With her 
encouragement and direction these 3 groups eventually 
became the False Bay Business Association, The Muizen-
berg Historical Society and Zandvlei Trust with Geoff Bai-
ley as the initiator in the environmental sector along with 
others. Something she recalls from 1974 was the MLRA 
getting the City to install pipes to supply water to the 
Vrygrond residents.

In 1988 Joye was elected Councillor along with Abe Katz 
to represent Ward 17. Joye produced, her own Newsletter 
called the Muizenberg Chatter. This she wrote, printed 

and delivered herself with a little help from family and 
friends. It was a means of communicating with the elec-
torate. One of her fi rst portfolios was adult education and 
she eventually took on CAFDA as the councillor for the 
South. She still serves on this Board.

Note - the fl owers in the photo are from CAFDA for her 
recent birthday.

Some highlights she remembers as a Councillor; 

1. 1989 Cape Town and Taiwan were working to twin the 
Cities. She remembers watching a dragon boat race with 
the Mayor delegation when a spontaneous offer was 
made to give the boats to the delegation. Joye knew 
someone, who made a few calls and they brought them 
back to Cape Town. These boats are still being used at 
Zandvlei and other water bodies around Cape Town, in-
cluding the Waterfront.

2. Joye was the only Councillor who offi cially opposed 
the Centuary City development proposal, because of the 
Blouvlei component, which would be destroyed in the 
process. It had a very large and important heronry in the 
middle of the vlei.

3. She was instrumental in fi ghting the railway stageing 
yards, proposed to extend across the Westlake Wetlands. 
This would have been a massive shunting yard to park 
the trains overnight. It would have extended from Retreat 
station southwards.

In 1996 after leaving the City as a Councillor, she joined 
the Housing Committee and then moved on to the Provin-
cial Development Council as the Civil Society representa-
tive.

In 2003 she became interested in promoting Product De-
velopment with arts and crafts as a feature to promote 
home industry and self-employment. This is still a ma-
jor activity at CAFDA. With lotto money raised, 3 CAFDA 
representatives were sent to the Grahamstown Festival in 
2011 to learn more about crafts, marketing and selling. 
This was a valuable learning experience and has helped 
broaden their horizons.
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Joye Gibbs June 2012.

Joye is still involved with the Muizenberg Historical 
Society and also helped receive lotto money to develop 
the Muizenberg Battle Site. When she was a Councillor 
the process was initiated to have this ground transferred 
from the National Forestry Dept to become City owned 
land. The Post Huys is recognized as the oldest domestic 
residential building in RSA. The society also looks after 
the Rhodes Cottage.

Joye served on the Zandvlei Trust Exco for a number of 
years in the late 1990ʼs and early 2000ʼs. For a time we 
used to meet at her house for monthly meetings. Her in-
put was invaluable, as she knew the systems of the Cityʼs 
operation and function like the back of her hand. She 
was instrumental in promoting the Exco to work with City 
offi cials to attain changes required for the environment 
around Zandvlei. As she also knew many of the offi cials, 
this made an easier introduction for Zandvlei Trust Exco 
members into the then still very formal City corridors. 

This philosophy is still in practice today, as the Zandvlei 

Trust has earned a reputation of working with offi cials 
for change, rather than being demanding, vocal and do-
ing no research and solution fi nding for the issues, which 
need change.

Joye has always tried to live a life with strong values as 
a basis, she is a peoples person and has always enjoyed 
helping others to achieve. She says family values are very 
important, as it helps to keep a stable society.  By nature 
she is a teacher and she believes if she had had the op-
portunity to go to university after school, she would have 
studied law to be an advocate. She describes herself as an 
academic and has an artistic side to her makeup. Many 
can attest to her enquiring mind, and she is also astute at 
understanding how organizational systems work.

I have left out the early part of her life, before moving to 
Lakeside. Joye has had a very productive life so far. And 
she is still busy at it.

Gavin Lawson.

A tribute to Joye Gibbs cont.
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PHOTOS FOR THE NEWSLETTER. 
We are keen to publish good, clear photos of our special 
environment, but so often we are unable to publish sub-
missions because they quality is unsuitable for printing 
purposes. What looks good on a PC screen may not be 
of a high enough resolution to print on paper. Please 
remember that we print in black and white so a green 
frog against a green background reproduces as a black 
splodge. Wait for the subject to get into the light or open 
shade, if possible, with a clear background. Also, please 
set your cameras to record the image at a resolution 
between 150 and 300 dpi. The fi le size of the image 
should be atleast 1mb-1.5mb. Also, photos taken with a 
cellphone are just not good enough.

Day. Date Open Day. Date Close. 
Mon 12/11/2012 Fri 16/11/2012 
Mon 10/12/2012 Fri 14/12/2012

CWAC (Co-ordinated Water bird Count)

We count and record the species and number of water 
birds. You will need a pair of binoculars; a spotting scope 
is very useful, if you have one. You do not need to know 
too much about birds as you will be given guidance and 
if you have an interest you should learn quickly. If you are 
knowledgeable about birds we need you too.
It will only take 3 hours of your time. Zandvlei is divided 
into 3 areas; 
Westlake Wetlands 
Zandvlei upper, includes the Marina canals 
Zandvlei lower, includes the Marina canals. 
This is part of the national census of all water bodies 

in South Africa. The information is collated by the ADU 
(Animal Demographic Unit) at the University of Cape 
Town. See the ADU website for more information. 
The information helps scientists study the movement and 
distribution of water birds throughout the Southern Af-
rican wetlands, dams, vleis, estuaries, rivers and all the 
seasons.
This information is also used to determine and forecast 
what possible effects climate change will have for all living 
organisms, humans included.
Counts for the coming year will take place on;
Saturday 19 January 2013
Contact: Gavin Lawson (021) 705 5224 
or glawson@xsinet.co.za

WHAT’S 
ON

OUR WEBSITE – www.zandvleitrust.org.za – is 
regularly updated with information about the nature 
reserve and our activities. Please visit it regularly. If you have 
photographs/anecdotes about your experiences and 
sightings around the estuary, please send them to Gavin 
Lawson at glawson@xsinet.co.za. We would love to post 
them on the site for everyone to enjoy.

Cape Bird Club has outings to Rondevlei Nature Reserve 
on the fi rst Saturday of the month. These outings are 
for Rondevlei enthusiasts and beginners are welcome. 
From the M5 turn East into 5th Avenue and then at the 
fi rst traffi c lights turn right into Perth Road. Follow the 
signs. A small entrance fee to the Reserve is payable at 
the gate.

Zandvlei Estuary mouth planned opening 
and closing dates 

BACK COPIES OF THE NEWSLETTER

ZANDVLEI TRUST SHIRTS

Does anyone have copies of the ZVT Newsletters from 
1988, 1989, 1991, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998. 
We need back issues for reference purposes please.
Please contact Gavin Lawson at glawson@xsinet.co.za

We have had Golf shirts printed 
with the Zandvlei Trust logo 
on the pocket and the words 
ʻZandvlei Trustʼ printed on the 
back. These are available at 
R120.00 each. 

New banking details for Zandvlei Trust
Bank: Nedbank, Constantia
Code: 10110900
Account No: 1030882339
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WWF-SASSI is the acronym for the Southern African 
Sustainable Seafood Initiative, a seafood consumer 
awareness programme within WWF South Africa, and 
needs to be supported. 

WWF-SASSI seeks to inform consumers, restaurants and 
retailers of the status of seafood stocks. The primary 
goals are to promote voluntary compliance of the law, 
through education and awareness, to shift consumer 
demand away from over-exploited species to more 
sustainable options, and to create awareness on marine 
conservation issues.

Consumers can consult the WWF-SASSI guide (available 
at www.wwf.org.za/sassi ) or make use of the WWF-
SASSI FishMS (sms your seafood query to 079 499 8795) 
to fi nd out which seafood is good to eat and which to 
avoid altogether! 

Keep this number on your cell phone and if you are not 
certain of the status of a seafood type that you may be 
offered in a restaurant or from your local fi sh monger, 
then all you do is sms the name of the seafood to the 
number and you will get an automated reply almost 
immediately.

Currently a quarter of the worldʼs fi sh stocks are 
overexploited, depleted or recovering from depletion. 
Approximately half of the worldʼs fi sh stocks are fully 
exploited which means that these stocks are being 
utilized at, or close to, their sustainable maximum. Our 
purchasing decisions are crucial in ensuring the oceans 
resources are treated with respect.

The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) has developed 
credible and comprehensive sustainable fi shing as well 
as seafood traceability and awards its blue eco-label to 
fi sheries that comply with these stringent standards.

Look for the blue MSC sticker on any frozen seafood that 
you buy.

KITE FESTIVAL
The annual kite festival takes place on the 3rd and 4th of 
November and The Zandvlei Trust will again be there – 
so come and visit us in our colourful Nomadic tents. 

TRACKS OF GIANTS 
Wednesday 23 January 2013 – We are pleased to an-
nounce that Dr Ian McCallum has agreed to give us a 
presentation on their epic Trans African expedition. 5 000 
kilometres on foot, bicycle and kayak from Rocky Point 
on the west coast of Namibia to St Lucia on the east coast 

WHAT IS 
WWF-SASSI AND MSC?

WHAT”S ON cont.

of South Africa.
Masque theatre 6.30pm for snacks and refreshments.
Tickets are R100 each and available from the Masque the-
atre and committee members of the Zandvlei Trust or EFT 
with ʻIan and your nameʼ as your reference to Acc. Name 
- Zandvlei Trust; Nedbank Current Acc No. 1030882339; 
Branch – Constantia; Code – 101109. All funds raised are 
in aid of the Trustʼs Environmental Education Fund.
Booking is essential so buy your tickets in advance to 
avoid disappointment!

Ian McCallum
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WESTERN LEOPARD TOADS 2012 
KirMiTS  –  
HOW DID WE DO?
The Western Leopard Toad (Amietophrynus pantherinus) 
is a relatively large endangered toad reaching up to 
140mm. They have large eyes and striking symmetrical 
markings similar to the spots of a leopard. The brown 
parotid glands just behind the eyes are characteristic of 
toads. 

These toads are only found on the Cape Peninsula and 
Cape Flats with a small population in the Overberg. 
Populations have been severely affected by urbanization, 
especially in the breeding season when these toads 
move from the gardens where they live to breeding 
ponds, crossing busy roads at night. Latest fi ndings in 
the Zandvlei area indicate that breeding can take place 
anytime from the end of July to the middle of September. 
The jury is still out as to whether the environmental cues 
include weather, moon phase, temperature, or whether 
the toads just have to be “in the mood”. 

Volunteer groups were started in areas with toad 
populations to assist with their breeding movement and 
have become formalized since 2008 – there are now 
seven groups ranging from Noordhoek in the south to 
Observatory in the north. This has proven very successful 
in decreasing toad mortalities and increasing awareness 
in our neighbourhoods. 

In the Zandvlei vicinity the volunteer group is called 
KirMiTS (Kirstenhof to Muizenberg Toad Savers) and 
consists of people from those neighbourhoods and 
Marina da Gama and Lakeside. Currently we have at 
least 40 volunteers who assist - either on a once off basis 
or up to seven nights a week for the whole season. During 
the 2012 season, the volunteers put in a whopping 201 
hrs, 40 minutes in their 
effort to keep the toads 
safe!

It should be noted that 
the table does not refl ect 
the total population and 
does not include the 

estimated numbers of toads heard calling from ponds. 
In fact, a great deal of calling was heard from various 
breeding sites including unprecedented calling from 
the general Westlake Wetlands area and river. Another 
exciting development was calling that took place inside 
the Soralia Village conservation wetland – at least 10 
toads were heard calling on two separate nights during 
the period. This is exciting because we thought that the 
population may have been lost due to the development 
of the Sunrise Boulevard road leading to many toad 
mortalities in previous years as well as a failed breeding 
season last year. 

A heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers who gave up their 
personal time to help save these fantastic creatures, 
especially the many kids from Kirstenhof Primary and 
other schools that came out to assist!

Susan Wishart

Areas Toads rescued Total seen Toads % of total killed Man
 rescued including rescues dead on roads hours
Kirstenhof 558 694 17 2.39% 140.65
Marina da Gama 23 27 5 15.63 26.35
Lakeside 54 74 26 26% 29.6
Muizenberg 2 2 2 50% 5.0

Statistics for the season: Western Leopard Toad.
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The Zandvlei Estuary and its surrounds are the focus of 
the members of the Zandvlei Trust also for the many 
people living around it and along the rivers that feed it. 
The value of this Estuary was recently brought sharply 
into the spotlight with the ʻgolden algaeʼ contamination 
and the fi sh deaths. The South African National Biodi-
versity Institute (Sanbi) has also recently released the 
National Biodiversity Assessment (NBA) which provides 
the fi rst ever national overview of the countryʼs wetland 
ecosystems.

Obviously, in the greater scale of wetland/estuarine 
ecosystems in South Africa, our Zandvlei has a very 
minor role to play in this massive report. There are, 
however, some interesting points which can be gleaned 
from the report.

In general, the report says that 65% of wetland 
ecosystems are at risk. Of these 48% are described as 
ʻcritically endangered ,̓ 12% as ʻendangeredʼ and 5% as 
ʻvulnerable ,̓ making wetlands the most threatened of 
all ecosystems in South Africa.

This report was co-ordinated by Mandy Driver of Sanbi 
and she is quoted as saying that ʻwetlands are more 
resistant than many other ecosystems. As long as they 
have not been irreversibly lost to cultivation or put 
under concrete, many that are in poor condition can be 
rehabilitated to at least a basic level  of ecological and 
hydrological functioningʼ thus restoring vital ecosystem 
services such as water 
purifi cation and water 
supply regulation .̓

The report says of 
estuaries in urban 
areas: ʻThese natural 
assets have, regret-
tably, been largely 
compromised in most 
urban areas (e.g. City 
of Cape Town) through 
poorly planned storm 
water runoff systems 

and Waste Water Treatment Works discharges.

Signifi cant bacteriological contamination of water 
resources requires that local authorities prohibit access 
and prevent certain recreational activities to ensure 
human well being. The

Loss of safe estuary bathing areas directly impacts 
children and weak swimmers who are forced to use the 
more exposed marine environment .̓

The numerous small temporarily open/closed estuaries 
around Cape Town were generally in a poor state. The 
health of the Zandvlei Estuary is given as a category ʻDʼ 
which means that it is ʻQuite severely degraded .̓ 

Critically endangered ecosystems are ecosystem 
types that have very little of their original extent 
(measured as area, length or volume) left in natural or 
near-natural condition. Most of the ecosystem type has 
been severely or moderately modifi ed from its natural 
state. These ecosystem types are likely to have lost 
much of their natural structure and functioning, and 
species associated with the ecosystem may have been 
lost. We are in danger of losing the last remaining 
natural examples of these ecosystem types. Any further 
loss of natural habitat or deterioration in condition of 
the remaining healthy examples of these ecosystem 
types must be avoided, and the remaining healthy 
examples should be the focus of urgent conservation 
action.

ESTUARIES

Zandvlei Estuary.
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We see alarming fi gures on the number of migrants 
coming to the greater Cape Town area. Some of them 
are referred to as ʻEducation refugeesʼ and others 
fl ock to the city for a better chance of employment. 
The majority of South Africans coming to Cape Town 
are from the Eastern Cape where, in some parts, 
governance and education have broken down or do not 
exist. This migration to the city is not only happening 
in the Western Cape, but also happens in other regions 
of the country where people move away from the rural 
areas where opportunities and services are limited. 

The Tracks of Giants expedition, involving Ian McCallum 
and Ian Michler, mentioned the examples in Namibia 
where community based conservation projects are 
certainly becoming more locally acceptable and rural 
communities are no longer only relying on an income 
from crops and livestock but are being given a shared 
ownership of the natural resources surrounding them. 
In Namibia the system is known as the Integrated Rural 
Development and Nature Conservation (IRDNC).

The IRDNCʼs long-term southern African programme 
has pioneered the link between wildlife conservation 
and rural development with democracy. They have 
developed an African method of conservation and 
nurtured a powerful local vision that stands fi rmly on 
three legs. This means - 

 • an improved management of natural resources  
  by the users themselves, 
 • diversifi ed local economic development   
  and 
 • the growth of a strong civil society in Namibiaʼs  
  remotest regions .̓ 

In recognition of its cutting edge work, IRDNC 
has received some of the worldʼs most prestigious 
conservation awards.

Basically the rural communities are given shared access 
to the natural resources that exist in their communities 
under strict conditions.

This practical and holistic application of community-

based natural resource management (CBNRM) has 
demonstrated that this approach is an essential 
part of large scale eco-regional and trans-boundary 
conservation initiatives and IRDNC continues to test a 
number of new conservation and development ideas. 
The IRDNC works as part of a multi-skilled team that 
is community driven, championed by government, in 
partnership with other NGOs and the private sector. 
They have a policy of local employment.

The fi rst phase of the program started in 1983 in 
response to a crisis: major commercial and subsistence 
poaching of Namibiaʼs now famous desert adapted 
elephant, black rhino and almost all other species in 
the arid north-west of the country.

They broke new ground at the time by entering into 
a partnership with community leaders and directly 
involving local people in conservation and today, 
those remnant wildlife populations are fl ourishing and 
earning substantial income for local communities and 
for the country. The cumulative ʻon the hoofʼ value 
of increased wildlife populations adds up to many 
millions of Namibian dollars. The overall contribution 
of community-based conservation activities since 
Namibiaʼs independence in 1990, to the countryʼs 
coffers, increases every year.

The response from Namibians has been overwhelming: 
by 2007 more than 50 rural Namibian communities 
have registered conservancies and about 30 more 
are being established across the country, collectively 
involving more than 250,000 people and over 12 
million hectares of Namibia.

Namibia made history when it became the fi rst African 
country to win the bid to host the 2013 Adventure Travel 
World Summit. According to the Ministry of Environment 
and Tourism, the concept of Communal Conservancies 
and its potential for tourism is one of the aspects that 
helped swing the ballot in Namibiaʼs favour.

“[This is] among the success points that contributed 
to the countryʼs globally signifi cant achievements as 
a destination committed to fi nding a balance between 

AN 
ALTERNATIVE 
APPROACH
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conservation and community development,” according 
to the ministry.
As one of few countries in the world with conservation 
and environmental management mandated in the 
Constitution, Namibiaʼs approach to conservation is 
holistic and inclusive both in terms of maintaining 
ecological integrity and the rights of communities 
to benefi t from its natural resources. “Our nation is 
committed to the balance between conservation and 
community development”.
The Amendments to existing conservation legislation in 
Namibia were written by Professor Jan Glazewski, the 
Environmental Law expert from U.C.T. in 1996.
Namibiaʼs progress owes much to its innovation in 
establishing a legal framework that allows communities 
to access economic benefi ts directly, through better 
management of wildlife and other natural resources on 
communal (or state) land.  
The legislation also allows for: devolution to lower levels 
of government; transfer of authority to community-led 
institutions; a predictable incentive-based approach to 
promote participation; a commitment to equity; and 
linkages to wider social programmes. This has led to 
an important change in perception among those living 
in conservancies. 
The major lesson learnt is the importance of linking 
economic incentives with environmental management.  

Besides the animals and ecotourism, there are other 

natural resources which are utilized. Two interesting 
examples are;

1) Harpagophytum procumbens (Devilʼs Claw) is 
a desert plant which is indigenous to Southern and 
Eastern Africa. It is found in abundance in the Kalahari 
Desert and Namibia, where it has long been used as 
a folk remedy to treat a variety of illnesses. Extracts 
of the roots and tubers of this plant are used in the 
pharmaceutical industry as an anti-infl ammatory and 
anti-rheumatic herb.

2) Commiphora wildii (Oak-leaved Corkwood) is 
called ʻOmumbiriʼ by the Himba of Namibia. The Himba 
have used an extract from this plant as a perfume for 
centuries. They collect a resin from this tree, which is a 
species in the myrrh family. The resin has a lemony scent 
that actually reminds one more of Omani frankincense 
than myrrh. The resin is distilled and supplied to the 
International perfume trade. The ʻOmumbiriʼ project 
has been described as the best example to the world of 
how commercialization of a green resource should be 
done.

In Cape Town one meets jobseekers from the Congo, 
Somalia, the Eastern Cape, Malawi, Zimbabwe and 
other countries. But how often do you meet a jobseeker 
from Namibia? Perhaps the Namibian people appreciate 
the opportunities and incentives which are available 
where they live and therefore have no need to migrate 
elsewhere.
PK 
Pictures courtesy of Marion Siebrits

AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH cont.

Devils Claw being dried out near Rundu in the north of Namibia.

Commiphora wildii - Namibia.
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While travelling along the N2 near Mossel Bay recently 
a Secretarybird fl ew across the road overhead. Was this 
a rare sight? Besides the previously injured one, that 
is used for demonstrations, at Spier, I havenʼt seen a 
Secretarybird for ages. Its distribution is country wide 
and yet sightings are not common. This might be the 
reason for Birdlife South Africa starting a project on the 
Secretarybird.

BirdLife South Africa, the largest dedicated bird con-
servation NGO in South Africa, the Endangered Wildlife 
Trustʼs Birds of Prey Programme (EWT-BoPP), and the

University of the Witwatersrand have launched a collab-
orative satellite tracking project on one of South Africaʼs 
most charismatic raptors, the Secretarybird.

The Secretarybird has a wide distribution, occurring 
throughout sub-Saharan Africa in different habitat 
types, except for areas covered by forests and true 
deserts. 

The Secretarybird was recently up-listed on the interna-
tional Red Data List to Vulnerable, as it is threatened 
by a number of factors throughout its range. These in-
clude habitat fragmentation and degradation through 
agricultural and commercial forestry development, col-
lisions with power lines and farm fences, and secondary 
poisoning. The continued survival of this iconic species, 
easily identifi able by its long legs and erectile crest, is 
under threat in South Africa. 

A preliminary analysis of information collected during 
the two bird atlas projects (http://sabap2.adu.org.
za/) shows a considerable reduction in the areas this 
species previously occupied in South Africa.

The EWT-BoPP and BirdLife South Africa initiated a col-
laborative project to gain a better

understanding of the Secretarybirdʼs biology. Although 
Secretarybirds are large and visible birds, very little is 
known about their home range size, juvenile dispersal, 
and which habitats they prefer.

The tracking project, a costly exercise (devices cost in 

the region of R25 000 apiece), will provide detailed 
information on the speciesʼ movements and habits. The 
tracking device, using cell phone tracking with GPS tech-
nology, collects data every 15 minutes and is accurate 
to within 6-10 metres, and downloads the data via the 
GSM cellular network.

“The project will enable us to better understand the bi-
ology of the Secretarybird, and should help determine 
why they are no longer doing well in the grasslands and 
other habitats in South Africa and enable us to make 
better informed decisions on appropriate conservation 
action to benefi t the species.” says André Botha, Man-
ager of the Birds of Prey Programme of the Endangered 
Wildlife Trust.

BirdLife South Africa will focus its efforts in the grass-
lands, while the EWT-BoPP will focus its efforts in the 
Kalahari region of the Northern Cape and the savan-
nas of the Lowveld and the Kruger National Park. The 
combined data will allow comparisons to be made, and 
the research fi ndings will lead to considered conserva-
tion action and ultimately contribute to countering the 
current decline in numbers and decrease in range of 
this species.

Ernst Retief, BirdLife South Africa Regional Conserva-
tion Manager for Gauteng and North West says, “The 
fi rst tracking device has been fi tted to a Secretarybird 
fl edgling on the farm Garingboom near Springfontein 
in the Free State on 22 March 2012. The fl edgling called 
Spyker is sponsored by Radio OFM and its movements 
can be followed at http://www.birdlife.org.za/conser-
vation/threatenedspecies/secretarybird. 

Spyker has moved around quite extensively since leav-
ing the nest.”

Dr Hanneline Smit, BirdLife South Africa Conservation 
Manager/Oppenheimer Fellow of

Conservation, says: “In this short amount of time since 
fi tting the device to Spyker, our knowledge on juvenile 
dispersal and behaviour has increased immensely.” She 
asked farmers and birders to let BirdLife South Arica 

THE 
SECRETARYBIRD
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and the EWT identify breeding sites in the target areas, 
to enable the conservation teams to fi t further tracking 
devices to fl edglings later this year.

The devices are best fi tted to 8 – 9 week fl edglings and 
are expected to last for a minimum of two and a half 
years should the fl edglings survive to adulthood. Given 
the numerous threats faced by this species, we also re-
quest the public to report mortalities.

For more information on the EWT – Birds of Prey Pro-
gramme (EWT-BOPP) work on the Secretarybird contact 
André Botha at 082 962 5725 or andreb@ewt.org.za

For more information on BirdLife South Africaʼs Secreta-
rybird conservation in the grasslands, e-mail Hanneline 
Smit conservation@birdlife.org.za or Ernst Retief 
conservation.gauteng@birdlife.org.za or call 011-789 
1122.

South Africa has 844 bird species, of which 65 

species only occur here and 125 (15%) are listed in 
The Eskom Red Data Book of Birds of South Africa, 
Lesotho and Swaziland (Barnes 2000). With one of the 
highest levels of bird endemism in the world, South Africa
has an important obligation to ensure their survival.

PK

Update from Dr Hanneline Smit

ʻJust to notify you that we have not had any signal from 
Spyker over the last 3 months and expect the bird to 
have died in an area with bad cellphone coverage. 

We have tried to locate Spyker in the area from where 
we received the last data, but without any success. The 
data received from Spyker however is more than we 
ever knew about the fl edging of Secretarybirds. We thus 
have learnt a lot in the process!

We anticipate to put another 8 to 9 trackers on 
Secretarybirds in the next two years.

This is Spyker at the time of the fi tting of the tracking device

THE SECRETARYBIRD cont.
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The Zandvlei Trust is in need of an IT volunteer 
amongst our members who could help us into Fa-
cebook, onto Google and the like so that we can 
have a broader foundation for the world to land 
on when surfi ng, fl ying and visiting Zandvlei, Mui-
zenberg and Cape Town.

Please contact the Chairman or any other commit-
tee member if you can help.

Do you look at all the rubbish that appears on Park 
Island after every bit of wind, and wonder what THEY 
are going to do about it?

Well, I have good news and bad news about it.

The bad news is that THEY are not doing anything about 
it.  And worse, most of us are part of the THEY.

And the good news is that if you, and all the rest of 
us, pick up just one handful of chip packets, or plastic 
bags or what ever else has been deposited by the wind, 
every time we walk on the Island then you will soon 
see the improvement.  You donʼt have to wade into the 
vlei to retrieve rubbish (though donʼt let me dissuade 
you if you feel so inclined).  Just pick up the things on 
or near the path.  And deposit them in the Blue bin at 
the entrance gate, which is there for just this purpose.    
PLEASE.  

PARK ISLAND 
RUBBISH

Yvette Lambrecht

tel +27 21 709 0919 • cell +27 82 975 7184

y v e t t e @ s u b s t a n c e f i l m s . c o . z a

Substance Films produces video media 

for corporates, NGO’s and CSI’s. We are 

passionate about filmmaking. We produce 

authentic work through a combination of 

production skills and content knowledge.

Please get in touch for a quote.

Clients include FIFA, Sonke Gender Justice, 
Grassroot Soccer, and Project Concern International
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Sunscreens

Supplements for 
exams

Well priced Gifts

Pathology bloods 
taken until 6pm 

Monday to Thursday 

Clinic hours:
  Mon - Thurs 8.30am to 8pm 
            Friday 8.30am to 5pm
            Saturday 8.30am to 1pm

Pharmacy Hours: 
08:30 to 21:00 weekdays, Saturdays
09:00 to 21:00 Sundays and public holidays



THE
ZANDVLEI TRUST
Non-Profi t Organisation - Fund Raising No: 004-011-NPO
Fax: +27 (21) 705 5224 • P O Box 30017, Tokai, 7966
Enquiries: David Muller on +27 (0) 21 788 1086
www.zandvleitrust.org.za

Application for 12 month membership - valid from January 1 to December 31

Tick appropriate box:  New Member  Renewal

Title(s):........................................................................... First Name(s):..................................................................

Surname:................................................................................................................................................................

Address:..................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................

Postal Code:....................................................................

Tel (H):........................................................................... Tel (W):............................................................................

Mobile:........................................................................... Fax::................................................................................

e-mail:.....................................................................................................................................................................

Annual subscription: single member R100,couple (each may vote) R120
Canʼt afford the fee, but want to remain a member? Call David Muller on +27 (0) 21 788 1086

Deposit into bank account:

Paid Electronically (fax deposit slip):

Cheque enclosed:

Account name:  Zandvlei Trust
Bank and Account number:  Nedbank - 1030 882 339
Branch and Code:  Constantia - 1011 0900

Subscription sum R.................. single         couple
Donation sum R.......................

What skills can you offer the trust?..........................................................................................................................

I/we will uphold the aim ofthe Zandvlei Trust to conserve the indigenouss fauna and fl ora of the Zandvlei and to 
enhance this natural resource for all.

Date:................................................................................Signature:........................................................................

Caring for Zandvlei since 1988
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