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One of them was our skipper, Richard
Cannell, and wife Dee Cranswick, in whose
home the initial meeting was held about
seven years ago. Others included Dalton
Gibbs and Jimmy Baigrie.
Arriving on the eastern bank, the highlight of the ceremony was when Deputy
Minister of Environmental Affairs Barbara
Thomson handed over a Ramsar certificate to Mr Khan.
In her speech, Ms Thompson, said: “We
cannot compromise our wetlands and
environment in the name of development.
Wetlands are our most threatened eco-system globally and we have lost 50% of them
through unwise management.
Ms Thompson listed some of the uses
of wetlands, including them being sponges
soaking up water and releasing it during
dry periods, reducing flood damage and
being a natural filter to trap viruses and
bacteria.
Stephen Granger, manager of the City’s
major projects, said wetlands are also
huge filter systems for water that travels
from the city to the ocean.
Acting deputy director general responsible for biodiversity and conservation,
Skumsa Mancotywa, said: “God must have
been in a good mood when he created
this. I didn’t know that birds could exist in
a sewer treatment works.”
Dignitaries were also taken on a drive
around the Strandfontein Wastewater
Treatment Plant where the ox-wagonshaped pans were full of flamingos.
Mr Khan said people take time off work
to see rare birds that occur here, such as
the Baillon’s Crake, one of the six birds
listed as endangered, or the Little Stint
that visits from Russia.
It is not only birds, Mr Khan said. The
critically endangered Barber’s Ranger
(Kedestes barberae bunta) butterfly also
occurs here. As for plants, a section of
Rondevlei was recently ablaze with Cape
Flats Erica, also known as whorled heath,
Erica verticillata.
This fynbos species gave Heathfield its
name but has been extinct in the wild
since the early 20th century.
And then there are animals with Brutus, Houdini and Zoro being known as
some of the six hippos to escape from Rondevlei. Mr Cannell said there was a wildebeest until a youngster shot it. There have
also been ostrich but they drowned.
Ms Mancotywa stressed the user activities of the area which include picnics,
walking, bird-watching and flying model
aircraft.
“It is also an important area for educational programmes for disadvantaged
youth from surrounding communities,”
she said.
One of these is the Westlake-based
Wildlife and Environment Society of South
Africa (WESSA). Philippa Huntly, who
attended the ceremony said Ramsar status
should contribute towards the future conservation and wise use of the wetland sys-

n The Nature Reserve’s Asieff Khan, receives a Ramsar certificate from the Deputy
Minister of Environmental Affairs Barbara Thomson.

n All that is needed now is for the water to be dredged says Zeekoevlei activist
Richard Cannell.
tem.
Plumstead activist Gavin Lawson
described it as an incredible milestone.
Part of the steering committee, Mr Lawson
said bird club members started talking
about it soon after Ramsar was established,
in 1971.
Dr Anthony Roberts of the Cape Town
Environmental Education Trust (CTEET),
based at Westlake, said the value of the
FBNR has always been profound for children and communities. “We’re delighted
to be associated with the nature reserve.
With the Ramsar status we now have inter-

national recognition.”
Mr Cannell said one the advantages of
the area becoming a Ramsar site is that a
proposed road can no longer be built
through it.
The route was planned to encompass
Zeekoevlei, across from where the ceremony was held.
Plans include introducing eland and a
second pod of hippos at Strandfontein,
dredging the water bodies and ongoing
removal of the reeds.
l Watch a video of the event on the
Bulletin’s Facebook page.

