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What has been delivered  
since April 2012? 

Improved communication: 

• Between the various users of Zandvlei & the City 

• Between different parts of the City  

• Exploring different ways to address vlei problems 

And benefits to the City 

• a significant subsidy of expertise, time and 
financial contributions made by civil society 
members of ZEMF 

•  noticeable drop in issues related to Zandvlei 
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ZEMF is an advisory body.  
It does not take decisions. It has no 
delegated power.  
It does not receive any funding whatsoever.  
 
 
The Zandvlei Trust website has a section on 
ZEMF which gives : 
Names and contact details of members.  
Minutes of all 14 meetings and of 

technical working groups 
All relevant documents – the Estuary 

Management Plan, the Constitution etc. 
 

 



• 21 of 29 detailed actions due for 
attention in 2014  are either complete or 
on-going 
 

• The ZEMF constitution does not serve 
the needs of the Forum as well as it 
should. The constitution is in the process 
of being superseded by the Protected 
Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) 
constitution. 



The Future . . . . 
Just as proactive interventions can prevent future 
problems, it is important that the City – 
especially Councillors - are informed and thinking 
about the investments now that can prevent 
major and costly future problems. 
• Dredging to deal with sediment from 

catchment as well as from the sea 
• Dealing with invasive coral worm 
• Replacing the current aged (and infirm) weed 

harvester will help to maintain the vlei in 
reasonable condition. 



Thank you for your time 

Questions  . . . .  



From Zandvlei Trust Newsletter Spring 2014 

“My experience of being part of the meeting (about 
dredging Zandvlei mouth) was one of professionals 
with a commitment to engage and collaborate, to share 
information and to be creative about delivering the 
best outcomes possible. It led me to wonder how many 
residents of this part of Cape Town stop to think about 
just fortunate we are to have civil servants of such 
calibre and competence. We are so often quick to 
complain – and this is important as local citizens are 
the eyes and ears on the ground best placed to give 
feedback to City officials. However, it is just as 
important to be aware of the constructive and positive 
aspects and to give credit where it is due.” 
Sandra Fowkes, Chair ZEMF 

 


